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WELCOME
B A S  M E M B E R S
B l a c k  A r t i s t  S p e a k s  +  M o v e s  ( B A S + M )  i s  a  n o n -
p r o f i t  m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o
c u l t i v a t e  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  a u t h e n t i c  c r e a t i v e
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a r t ,  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e
f o s t e r i n g  o f  c u l t u r e  f r o m  a r t i s t s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n
D i a s p o r a  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  C i n c i n n a t i  r e g i o n .
B A S + M  i s  f u r t h e r  d e d i c a t e d  t o  c u l t i v a t i n g  s h a r e d
e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  v a l u e s  t h a t  i g n i t e  i n c l u s i v i t y  a n d
e n g a g e s  c o n n e c t i v i t y  a c r o s s  o u r  c i t y ,  o u r  r e g i o n
a n d  o u r  w o r l d .

* “ W e  W a n t  W h a t  Y o u
W a n t ”  a  p o e m  b y
v i s i o n a r y  A l a n d e s
P o w e l l ,  i n s p i r e d  t h e
d r e a m  o f  s e e i n g  t h e s e
w o r d s  c a p t u r e d  i n  t h e
B l a c k  L i v e s  M a t t e r !
C i n c i n n a t i  M u r a l .  E a c h
l e t t e r  v i s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t s
a  l i n e  i n  t h i s  p o e m .
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The founding members of BAS include a diverse
network of practicing artists of all career levels, business
leaders and community organizers. 

BAS supports, fosters, and convenes Black artists and
arts and cultural organizations by creating and
connecting direct funding opportunities to employ
Black Artists, coordination and seeking exhibition
opportunities, providing professional development to
expand business acumen, providing mentoring,
educational and programming services.

MISSION

WHO WE ARE

WHAT WE DO

Black Art Speaks is a non-profit and membership-based
art collective, formed to promote black culture, social
justice, and expression through the uplifting of Black
artists' voices through every form of art. 
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Founder and Executive Director

Executive Board

Advisory Board

Alandes Powell

Jamey Pointe | Eddie Hawkins | 
Tyra Patterson | Carla Walker | Kick Lee

Cedric Michael Cox | Michael Coppage |
Brandon Hawkins | Annie Ruth | 
 Toilynn O’Neal Turner

LEADERSHIP
BAS
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THANK YOU TO
O U R  B O O K  C R E A T O R S

ALANDES POWELL

DANIELLE LEWIS JONES

STEPHEN SMITH

CHANDA MONROE-WILLIAMS

Author

Co-Author

Graphic Designer

Editor
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MEMBER BENEFITS
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Invitation to Artist Member-only social engagements 
(2-3 times per year)
 25% discount on BAS workshops, classes, and performances
 Private Member Facebook Group
Invitations to exhibitions, programs & events
 Members’ Show or Event participation

Membership orientation (required)
 Support with writing professional short and long
biographies and Artist statements
Inclusion in themed group shows and performances.
 Information about potential grant information.
 Opportunity to apply for small group shows and events.
Fiscal services



MEMBER BENEFITS CONT'D
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Commission and referrals
Art agent, business manager, and project management services
Up to 3 Professional Portraits Per Year
Up to 12 Art Reproductions Per Year
10% Off Pixxel Designs | Photography and Design Services
10% Off MAAV | Audio and Video Services

Artist Member’s name, artwork images, sample of creative
work and information listed on Black Art Speaks website
 One (1) social media posting on the Black Art Speaks
Facebook page to feature artist information, linked to Artist
Member page on website
Individually tailored professional development & artist
services



BAS FOUNDERS

ALANDES POWELL | TASHAWNA OTABIL

VISIONAIRY | CREATOR AND CO-FOUNDER

ALANDES POWELL KNEW THERE WAS
SOMETHING THAT NEEDED TO BE DONE. WITH A
VISION AND A PLAN OF WHAT SHE WOULD LIKE
TO SEE, SHE BEGAN TO EXECUTE WITH
URGENCY. AFTER PENNING THE POEM, "WE
WANT WHAT YOU WANT," SHE HAS CONTINUED
TO WORK TIRELESSLY TO SEE THAT VISION
COME TO LIFE. 
RAISED WITH UNDERSTANDING THE
IMPORTANCE OF TAKING A STAND FOR WHAT
WAS RIGHT AND HAVING A PASSION FOR THE
COMMUNITY, SHE HAS INSPIRED MANY WITH
THE FIRE LIT BY WITNESSING HER FATHER'S
ACTIVISM. TODAY, ALANDES CONTINUES TO
FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF HER PEOPLE BOTH IN
THE CORPORATE SETTING AND IN HER
COMMUNITY. 

TASHAWNA THOMAS OTABIL CURRENTLY SERVES AS THE
DIRECTOR OF MANAGED CARE FOR TRIHEALTH A $2B
HEALTH SYSTEM IN CINCINNATI, OHIO. SHE HAS NEARLY 20
YEARS OF MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE AND PROVEN
PERFORMANCE LEADERSHIP WITH MANAGED CARE PAYER
CONTRACTING AND STRATEGIES. TASHAWNA IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIP
MANAGEMENT VALUED AT OVER $1.3 BILLION DOLLARS IN
REVENUE. 
 BEFORE JOINING TRIHEALTH IN 2017, SHE WORKED FOR
BOTH PAYER AND PROVIDER ORGANIZATIONS IN VARIOUS
HEALTHCARE LEADERSHIP ROLES. SHE ALWAYS STRIVES FOR
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE WHICH IS EVIDENT IN BEING
RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF OHIO’S NATIONAL DIVERSITY TOP
15 BUSINESS WOMEN (2018). IN ADDITION TO HER AWARD,
TASHAWNA IS THE PUBLISHED AUTHOR OF THREE BOOKS,
“IT TAKES MONEY HONEY” (2019) AND “LEADERSHIP
TIDBITS” (2019) AND “LEADERSHIP TIDBITS 2”. ALL THESE
PUBLICATIONS EMPOWER WOMEN AND YOUNG LEADERS TO
BE THE BEST VERSION OF THEMSELVES, PROVIDING USEFUL
PRACTICAL TOOLS TO ENHANCE BOTH THEIR PERSONAL
AND PROFESSIONAL LIVES. 7



MEET OUR LEAD ARTIST

BRANDON HAWKINS IS THE CO-OWNER & LEAD
TEACHING ARTIST OF SOUL PALETTE WITH
MORE THAN 20 YEARS OF ARTISTIC
EXPERIENCE. WHILE INFUSING HIS LOVE FOR
HISTORY AND ART, BRANDON LENDS HIS
EXPERTISE TO OTHERS BY MENTORING YOUTH
AND YOUNG ADULT ARTISTS. HE’S ALSO AN
ALUM OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI.
PAINTWITHYOURSOUL.COM

MICHAEL COPPAGE IS A CONCEPTUAL ARTIST
USING AN INTERDISCIPLINARY, DIALECTICAL
APPROACH TO ADDRESS SOCIAL ISSUES
SURROUNDING RACE AND LANGUAGE. HE
GAINED INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION WITH HIS
RECENT PROJECT “BLACK BOX”: A COMMUNITY
IMPACT PROJECT AIMED AT DEMYSTIFYING
BLACK MEN AND CREATING AUTHENTIC
EXPERIENCES THAT REPLACE BIAS AND
PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS RELATED TO THE
TERM “BLACK” THIS SERIES WAS EXHIBITED
AROUND THE COUNTRY, PUERTO RICO AND AT
THE NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
FREEDOM CENTER, 21C MUSEUM HOTEL, MEDICI
MUSEUM, AND THE OHIO ARTS COUNCILS RIFFE
GALLERY TO NAME A FEW.

BRENT BILLINGSLEY IS AN ARTIST AND AN
EMPOWERING VOICE BEHIND YOUNG
DISENFRANCHISED YOUTH. HE IS ALSO A
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SPECIALIST AT
CINCINNATI CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL MEDICAL
CENTER/PSYCHIATRY. OTHER ENDEAVORS
INCLUDE INDEPENDENT CONTRACTING
THERAPEUTIC MENTORING AND THE CO-
FOUNDER OF 2 NON-PROFITS GEARED TOWARD
THE UTILIZATION OF THERAPEUTIC ARTISTIC
ENGAGEMENT AND THE PERFORMANCE ARTS.
BRENT BELIEVES THAT THE WORLD CAN BE
CHANGED THROUGH ART; 1 PIECE AT A TIME!
BRENTBILLINGSLEY.COM

LAHNA LEI IS A VISUAL ARTIST AND PAINTER,
WHO ENJOYS DEVIANT ART, A HAIR ARTIST
WHO SPECIALIZES IN HAIR COLOR, AND A
TATTOO APPRENTICE THAT’S ON HOLD DUE TO
HAVING A BABY EARLIER THIS YEAR. SHE
CREATES ART WITH DETAIL TO CAPTURE MINDS.
HER BUSINESS, LAHNATAUGHTME, LLC, IS
EXCITED TO SHARE WITH OTHERS HOW TO FIND
IDENTITY BY ARTISTICALLY EXPRESSING
THEMSELVES THROUGH THEIR IMAGE. SHE
COLLABORATES WITH OTHER ARTISTS, AND
ENVIRONMENTS.
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MEET OUR LEAD ARTIST

TAMIA SAUNDERS IS A CINCINNATI-BASED
ARTIST CURRENTLY STUDYING FINE ARTS AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI'S COLLEGE OF
DESIGN, ARCHITECTURE, ART, AND PLANNING.
INSPIRED TO PURSUE ART BY HER FATHER AT
THE AGE OF TEN, SHE DEVELOPED A PASSION
FOR ILLUSTRATION, ANIMATION, AND
PRINTMAKING. HER WORK FOCUSES ON THE
HEART AND THE ENIGMA OF HUMAN EMOTIONS
SPECIFICALLY TIED TO ADOLESCENCE.

GEE HORTON BORN IN LOUISVILLE, KY, IN 1983,
GEE IS A CINCINNATI-BASED SELF-TRAINED
HYPERREALIST VISUAL ARTIST WHO IS QUICKLY
BECOMING A HOUSEHOLD NAME IN
CINCINNATI’S ART SCENE. HE HAS BEEN
FOCUSING ON ART FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS
AND HAS BEEN FEATURED IN LOCAL ART
EXHIBITS SUCH AS THE WE GALLERY EXHIBIT AT
THE HISTORIC CINCINNATI MUSIC HALL, THE
NATIONAL UNDERGROUND RAILROAD FREEDOM
CENTER’S “#NEWTRUTH” ART SHOW (WHERE
HE WAS ALSO ON THE PANEL FOR “THE
LISTENER’S LOUNGE: BLACK MALE IMAGE
UNPLUGGED”), ARTWORKS’ “SECRET
ARTWORKS 2018” AT THE BANKS, AND THE
MOHAWK GALLERY’S “MANIFESTATIONS OF
TIME: THE BLACK EXPERIENCE” EXHIBIT. HE IS
CURRENTLY SERVING AS THE MERCANTILE
LIBRARY’S FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN ARTIST-
IN-RESIDENCE. HE HAS BEEN COMMISSION TO
DRAW A 6FT PORTRAIT OF PETER H. CLARK, THE
MERCANTILE LIBRARY’S FIRST AFRICAN
AMERICAN MEMBER. 
GEEHORTON.COMHANNAH JONES IS A 27-YEAR OLD MIXED-RACE

QUEER ARTIST AND MURALIST CURRENTLY
BASED IN CINCINNATI, OH. HER WORK
FANTASIZES A WORLD THAT THRIVES OUTSIDE
BASIC HETERO-NORMATIVE THINKING. SHE
USES LOUD, VIVID, SATURATED, POP IMAGERY
TO ILLUMINATE AND DIGNIFY ALL HUMANS ON
EVERY LEVEL OF THE SPECTRUM WHO ARE
VISUALIZED HAPPILY THRIVING IN FULL FLYING,
GLORIOUS COLORS OUTSIDE THE RIGID BLACK
AND WHITE BOXES SOCIETY PLACES ON THEM
AND THEIR IDENTITIES.
SHE ENCOURAGES YOU TO SEE YOURSELF IN
LIVING COLOR.
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MEET OUR LEAD ARTIST

VINAY DUNCAN, CREATOR OF TOONSPRAY,
ORIGINATES FROM DAYTON, OHIO AND
CURRENTLY RESIDES IN CINCINNATI, OHIO.
THE SELF TAUGHT ARTIST USES CARTOONS AND
A SEMI REALISTIC ART STYLE TO CREATE
TRADITIONAL AND DIGITAL ARTWORK. 
SELF DISCOVERY & TOTAL HEALING ARE TWO
COMPONENTS SHE HOPES PERSONIFY
THROUGH HER WORK. IN VIEWING HER ART, SHE
HOPES TO CHALLENGE OTHERS TO SEE THAT
THERE IS ALWAYS ROOM TO GROW. HER
OVERALL DESIRE IS TO CONTINUALLY DEVELOP,
WHILE ALLOWING HER ART TO SPEAK AND
PROMOTE CHANGE, GROWTH, AND PEACE.

LATAUSHA COX WAS BORN IN CINCINNATI,
OHIO. HER WORK CURRENTLY FOCUSES ON HER
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES WITH RACE AND
IDENTITY. BY SHARING HER JOURNEY, SHE
HOPES TO INSPIRE OTHERS TO EXPLORE THEIR
OWN STORIES TO DISCOVER AND RELEASE
THEIR AUTHENTIC VOICE. SHE IS AN
ILLUSTRATOR, EDUCATOR, AND RESEARCHER
WHO USES HER ART PRACTICE TO EXPOSE
EVIDENCE OF RACISM AND BIAS AND
EDUCATING OTHERS. LATAUSHA GRADUATED
WITH A BFA IN ILLUSTRATION FROM COLUMBUS
COLLEGE OF ART & DESIGN IN 2007 AND IS
NEARING A MASTER’S DEGREE IN ART
EDUCATION AND LICENSURE FROM DAAP
(DESIGN, ART, ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING)
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI. 

KÉMONTÉ J FIGGS CINCINNATI NATIVE
KÉMONTÉ J FIGGS, BETTER KNOWN BY HIS
ARTIST AND PEN NAME K.J FIGGS THE ARTIST, IS
AN ARTIST WHO INSPIRES TO BE THE BLACK DR.
SUESS. HE BRINGS HIS VERY OWN FRESH
CONCEPT TO THE WORLD THAT INTRIGUES THE
MIND'S PERSPECTIVE ON DREAMS AND HOW TO
ACHIEVE THEM.

ADORIA L. MAXBERRY IS A VISUAL AND
PERFORMANCE ARTIST, DESIGNER, LICENSED
EDUCATOR, WIFE AND MOTHER OF THREE, IN
CINCINNATI, OHIO. SHE FACILITATES UNIQUE,
MEANINGFUL ART EXPERIENCES FOCUSING ON
CREATIVITY, EXPLORATION AND REFLECTION.
HER COMPANY, MOST OUTGROWING LLC, IS
DEDICATED TO HELPING OTHERS GROW
SPIRITUALLY, MENTALLY AND CREATIVELY
THROUGH ART.
MOSTOUTGROWING.COM 10



MEET OUR LEAD ARTIST

JUE AMMAN AFTER BEING A STUDENT
AMBASSADOR TO GREAT BRITAIN, DIVERSITY
AND CULTURE HAS ALWAYS BEEN INTEGRATED
IN JIANNI AMMAN'S ART EXPLORATION. BEING
INTRIGUED WITH DETAILED SKETCHING AT THE
AGE OF 6, EVENTUALLY LED TO HER STUDY OF
ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN AT CINCINNATI
STATE.BEING SENT TO BAKER HUNT ART AND
CULTURAL CENTER, ALONG WITH TAKING
PRIVATE ART CLASSES AT ST. BARTHOLOMEW,
WERE WAYS HER PARENTS INVESTED IN THEIR
CHILDREN'S GIFTS. AMMAN HAS EXPERIENCE IN
MULTIPLE AREAS INCLUDING POETRY WRITING,
STYLING, CREATIVE DIRECTION, ART
DIRECTION, PHOTOGRAPHY, PERSONAL
SHOPPING, ADVERTISING, SKETCHING, AND
PAINTING

KATE TEPE IS A CINCINNATI BASED ARTIST WHO
CREATES WORK RELATED TO GROUP AND
PERSONAL IDENTITIES, INTERPERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS AND COMMUNITY NETWORKS.
SHE TOGGLES BACK AND FORTH FROM DESIGN
AND FINE ART, BUT ENJOYS OPENING HER
PRACTICE TO DEVELOP COLLABORATIVE
PROJECTS, THAT ENCOURAGE PARTICIPANTS
TO TAKE AS MUCH OWNERSHIP IN THE WORK
AS SHE DOES. SHE AIMS TO EXPLORE
CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS IDENTITIES,
(RACIAL, SEXUAL, NATIONAL, OR CULTURAL) AS
WELL AS ESTABLISHED SOCIAL CODES. 

ASHA WHITE IS AN ARTIST, ENTREPRENEUR,
AND ARTS EDUCATOR. HER WORK CENTERS HER
PERSONAL IDENTITY AS A QUEER AFRICAN
AMERICAN WOMAN, EXPLORING SOCIAL
JUSTICE THEMES SUCH AS RACE, SEXUALITY,
WOMEN’S RIGHTS, AND MENTAL HEALTH. WITH
HER WORK, SHE STRIVES TO UNITE DIVERSE
POPULATIONS THROUGH SHARED EXPERIENCES
AND COMMON NARRATIVES TO FACILITATE
UNDERSTANDING AND PROMOTE CHANGE.
ASHATHEARTIST.COM

CEDRIC MICHAEL COX IS KNOWN FOR
PAINTINGS THAT CATAPULT COLOR INTO
RHYTHMIC ACTION WITH ABSTRACT AND
RECOGNIZABLE IMAGES INSPIRED BY THEMES IN
MUSIC AND THE NATURAL WORLD. WORKING
UNDER SEVERAL INFLUENCES WHICH INCLUDE
ARCHITECTURE AND ART HISTORY, COX’S
WORK RANGES FROM THE GEOMETRIC, TO
FLORAL-LIKE FORMS, ALL DANCING WITHIN
SURREALISTIC ENVIRONMENTS.
CEDRICMICHAELCOX.COM
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ANNIE RUTH INSPIRATIONAL ARTIST &
COMMUNITY ADVOCATE ANNIE RUTH IS AN
INTERNATIONALLY RESPECTED ARTIST. HER
CAREER SPANS 40+YEARS. SHE HAS EXHIBITED
IN BOTH NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
MUSEUMS. RUTH EARNED A BACHELOR OF ARTS
DEGREE IN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES FROM
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY IN SAN DIEGO,
CALIFORNIA. SHE IS A TRAILBLAZER WHO
COLLABORATES WITH MAJOR CULTURAL
INSTITUTIONS AND MUSEUMS.
ANNIERUTH.COM

JONATHAN SEARS ARTIST AND TRADITIONALLY
TRAINED GRAPHIC DESIGNER, JONATHAN
SEARS IS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
PROFESSIONAL ARTISTIC RESEARCH (PAR)
PROJECTS. AS AN INDIVIDUAL, HE’S BEEN
STUDYING ART HIS ENTIRE LIFE CULMINATING
WITH AN MFA DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY
OF MARYLAND COLLEGE PARK IN 2006.
JONATHAN CO-FOUNDED PAR-PROJECTS
WITH THE GOAL OF SHOWING HOW THE ARTS
CAN POSITIVELY AFFECT THE DYNAMICS OF A
COMMUNITY. HE'S AN ARTIST. HE'S A THINKER.
HE'S A MAKER. 

TOILYNN O'NEAL TURNER HOLDS MANY HATS IN
THE CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND ARTISTIC
COMMUNITIES. SHE IS A TALENTED ARTIST,
BUSINESSWOMAN, AND CULTURAL ACTIVIST
WHO PASSIONATELY PROMOTES DIVERSITY
THROUGH THE ARTS AND EDUCATION,
CONNECTING LOCAL ARTISTS, BUSINESSES,
AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS. SHE HAS 25+
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORKING IN AUDIENCE
DEVELOPMENT, THE ARTS, DIVERSITY, AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT IN NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS.
TOILYNN IS CURRENTLY THE FOUNDING
DIRECTOR OF THE ROBERT O'NEAL
MULTICULTURAL ART CENTER (ROMAC) AND
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF QUEEN CITY
FOUNDATION (QCF). THE ROMAC IS A
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION BASED IN
CINCINNATI'S WEST END NEIGHBORHOOD
DEDICATED TO CELEBRATING, ADVANCING,
AND PRESERVING AFRICAN AMERICAN
CULTURE AND ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH ARTS,
HISTORY, AND EDUCATION WHILE UPLIFTING
THE RICH DIVERSITY OF ARTISTS AND CULTURES
OF GREATER CINCINNATI. 
THEROMAC.ORG

MEET OUR LEAD ARTIST
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DANIELLE LEWIS JONES IS A NATIVE OF
CINCINNATI, OHIO. SHE IS AN AWARD-
WINNING PUBLIC RELATIONS SPECIALIST WHO
ENJOYS FINDING CREATIVE WAYS TO TELL THE
STORIES OF OTHERS. DANIELLE IS A FAITH FILLED
WOMAN WHO BELIEVES THERE IS A LESSON TO
BE LEARNED IN EVERY EXPERIENCE. SHE ENJOYS
SPENDING TIME WITH HER FAMILY AND FRIENDS
AND LIVING EACH DAY TO THE FULLEST

NAQUIA CHANTE FUTEL IS A MUSIC ARTIST AND
CREATIVE ENTREPRENUER. AS THE OWNER OF
NAQUIA THE CREATHER LLC, SHE PROVIDES
CREATIVE CONSULTING AND MARKETING
SERVICES FOR SMALL BUSINESSES AND NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. SHE CURRENTLY
SERVES AS THE MARKETING DIRECTOR FOR THE
ROBERT O'NEAL NEAL CULTURAL ARTS CENTER
AND ON THE ADVISORY BOARD FOR QUEENS
VILLAGE AND THE CINCINNATI MEMORIAL HALL
LONGWORTH CONCERT SERIES.
NAQUIATHECREATHER.COM

LADE RICHARDSON IS AN ALL-AROUND
CREATOR AND FIGURE OF MANY TALENTS AND
SKILLS WHO WILL BE FLYING IN SUCCESS TO
YOU SPARK YOUR FUTURE BY CREATING A
MEANINGFUL AND LONG-LASTING IMPACT IN
THE FLOW OF LIFE IN OUR WORLD. HE HAS BEEN
A PART OF MANY DIFFERENT EVENTS IN THE
WORLD MAKING AN IMPACT IN THE WORLD AS
HE WALKS. HIS ART GIVES JOY AND HAPPINESS
TO HIS VIEWERS AND A SENSE OF AWE AND
WONDER. TO CREATE AN EXPERIENCE OF
JOURNEYS UNSEEN BEFORE. 
LADELASTSHININGLIGHTS.COM

MEET OUR MEMBERS
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JT BUTLER IS WRITER, COMPOSER, PERFORMER,
MUSIC DIRECTOR, DIRECTOR-
CHOREOGRAPHER, PRODUCER, AND TEACHER
FROM THE METRO ATLANTA AREA. HE
ATTENDED COBB COUNTY CENTER FOR
EXCELLENCE IN THE PERFORMING ARTS
(CCCEPA) AT PEBBLEBROOK HIGH SCHOOL,
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY FOR MUSICAL
THEATRE, AND KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY
FOR MUSICAL THEATRE AND BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT. JT IS THE CEO OF BUTLER
PRODUCTIONS AND HAS PRODUCED, DIRECTED,
AND CHOREOGRAPHED MULTIPLE SHOWS. HE
HAS WRITTEN THREE MUSICALS, PRIDE, YOUNG
LOVE, AND SAILING, AND HAS PRODUCED AND
WORKED WITH SEVERAL ARTISTS, INCLUDING
TERICA MARIE, RICO BRAVO, AND AMBER
TALLEY. HE HAS PERFORMED IN VARIOUS
SHOWS AT THE ATLANTA LYRIC THEATRE, OUT
FRONT THEATRE, AND LEGACY THEATRE.



MONSTATHEENGINEER (MONSTA)  BORN AND
RAISED IN CHICAGO IL., MONSTATHEENGINEER
IS A STORYTELLER. HIS MOTTO, “MY PAINT
BRUSH VARIES,” CAN BE SEEN THROUGH HIS
JOURNEY IN THE FIELDS OF AUDIO
ENGINEERING, DIRECTING, VIDEOGRAPHY, AND
PHOTOGRAPHY. 
WHILE UNDERSTANDING HIS PASSION AND GIFT
FOR VISUAL STORYTELLING MONSTA WENT ON
TO FORM MAAV, MONSTAAUDIOANDVIDEO
SPECIALIZING IN THE ART OF SOUND AND
VIDEO, CAPTURING CURRENT STRUGGLES,
COMMUNITY MOVEMENTS AND LEADERS,
DOCUMENTING ARTIST, AND SO MUCH MORE.
HE BEGAN TO RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF
THESE INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, COMPANIES, AND
NONPROFITS AND HAS COMMITTED HIS TIME TO
ACCURATELY TELLING THEIR STORIES. 
PIXXELDESIGNS.COM
MONSTATHEENGINEER.COM
MONSTAAUDIOANDVIDEO.COM

ALEXIS PATTON HELLO! MY NAME IS ALEXIS
PATTON, AND I ENJOY TRAVELING, CRAFTING
AND ART! MY PASSION IS BRINGING OTHERS
VISION TO LIFE AND GIVING BACK TO MY
COMMUNITY AND OTHERS. I INSPIRE CRAFTERS,
ARTIST AND MOST IMPORTANTLY YOU TO LIVE
A COLORFUL & CREATIVE LIFE! 

DEJA FLETCHER IS A PAINTER AND TATTOO
ARTIST LIVING IN MIDDLETOWN, OHIO. SHE
WORKS ON ALL ART MEDIUMS INCLUDING
CANVAS, AND PAPER, AND DOES MURALS FOR
BUSINESSES. SHE SPECIALIZES IN PORTRAITS
AND REALISM. SINCE 2020, SHE HAS BEEN
DOING ART CONSISTENTLY AND
ACCOMPLISHING HER GOALS. SHE IS NOW A
FULL-TIME ARTIST AND ENTREPRENEUR. 
"I’M VERY PASSIONATE ABOUT MY WORK THAT
I PUT OUT AND CAN’T WAIT TO SEE WHAT THE
WORLD HAS IN STORE FOR ME. " -DEJA

MEET OUR MEMBERS

14

ERIC "E" BARBER IS A SELF-TAUGHT ARTIST
BASED IN CINCINNATI, OHIO. ERIC DEVELOPED A
PASSION FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT BY
WORKING SUMMER CAMPS AS A TEEN. HE
CONTINUED WORKING WITH YOUTH DURING
THE DAY AND THEN ART IN THE EVENING. ERIC
FOUNDED KREATIVE CONNECT TO INSPIRE
YOUTH AND MAKE ART A FUN EXPERIENCE FOR
EVERYONE. THEKREATIVECONNECT.COM



JUSTIN J-GUTZ JACKSON, BORN IN
CINCINNATI, OHIO, GENERAL MANAGER OF
ARTS OTA, OWNER OF GODS V$ ODDS
LIFESTYLE COMPANY & CEO OF LOUDER
SOUNDS STUDIO…FATHER, BLACK ART SPEAKS
HOST AND EMCEE … MODEL, RECORDING
ARTIST, AUDIO ENGINEER, ACTOR,
PHILANTHROPIST.
JUSTIN HAS BECOME AN EXAMPLE OF
PERSEVERANCE AND DEDICATION IN HIS
COMMUNITY. HE CONTINUES TO RAISE THE BAR
OF EXCELLENCE THROUGH HIS ARTISTRY AND
VOICE. JUSTIN IS ADAMANT ABOUT MAKING
THE NECESSARY CHANGES TO MAKE OUR
COMMUNITIES BETTER THROUGH CREATIVITY
AND THE ARTS.

ASHLEY IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE B.O.S.S.
(BRAVELY OVERCOME SELF SABOTAGE)
DOCUMENTARY AND THE CO-PRODUCER OF
“PRESENCE OVER PRESENTS” BLACK
FATHERHOOD THE DOCUMENTARY. SHE IS A
LOVING, SINGLE MOTHER OF 3 BEAUTIFUL GIRLS.
SHE IS A BUSINESS OWNER OF BLACK WOMEN
CULTIVATING CHANGE WHERE SHE HOPES TO
ADVOCATE, EDUCATE, AND PROVIDE
PLATFORMS FOR MENTAL HEALTH IN THE BLACK
COMMUNITY. ASHLEY STANDS BY HER QUOTE
“LIFE IS NOT SURFACE LEVEL” AND CHALLENGES
OTHERS TO BE KIND AND PRACTICE GIVING
GRACE EVERYONE.

“SEE DRYE” IS INSPIRED BY RANDOMNESS. ONE
DAY IT COULD BE A SONG, OR A TREE AND NEXT
WEEK IT COULD BE A CONVERSATION. BUT HE’S
CONSTANTLY INSPIRED. DRYE IS A NATIVE
CINCINNATIAN AND A GRADUATE OF CENTRAL
STATE UNIVERSITY. CURRENTLY, CHRISTIAN IS A
TEACHING AND TRAVELING VISUAL ARTIST
WHO FOCUSES ON THE PAINT MEDIUM, ALONG
WITH HIS ONGOING DUTY TO MENTOR. AS A
33YEAR OLD PROUD BLACK MAN, HE
RECOGNIZES HIS DUTY TO USE HIS INFLUENCE
PROPERLY AND SHOW OUR CHILDREN THEIR
CAPACITY TO EXCEL NO MATTER WHERE THEY
LIVE OR THE DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES THEY
MAY FACE. 

STEPHEN SMITH IS A NATIVE OF CINCINNATI,
OHIO. HE ENJOYS CREATING INTRIGUING
GRAPHIC DESIGN WORKS FOR NONPROFIT AND
CORPORATE ENTITIES. STEPHEN IS INSPIRED BY
THE PROCESSES THAT ARE INVOLVED IN
CREATING DESIGN AND ARTWORK. HE ENJOYS
HAVING FUN WITH HIS FAMILY AND FRIENDS,
GOING FOR WALKS AND EXPLORING NATURE.
HE BELIEVES THAT HARD WORK, TEAMWORK
AND PATIENCE REAP LONG-LASTING AND
BENEFICIAL REWARDS.

MEET OUR MEMBERS
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MEET OUR MEMBERS
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JAMES PATE

EMILY JAPP

WHITNEY DIXON (PIXXEL DESIGNS)SHARON SMITH

DARLANDO DENNARD

DANNY BABCOCK


